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I.     Approve the property tax refund adjustment allocation
approved by the council in the 2023 L- 2 provided
by City Staff pertaining to Idaho Power
properties

J.     Amend the land lease agreement with Verizon Wireless

to reflect the lease as Vertical Bridge pending
review from City Legal of all documents and
authorization of the Mayor and City Clerk to sign

K.     Approve the Finding of Facts to deny the re- zone
request from I- 1 to C- 4 Zone with the PUD

entitled  " Bennett Ranch Station."

Pulled from Consent Agenda and moved to New
Business)

L.     Approve the Finding of Facts to deny the  " Bennett

Ranch Station"  preliminary plat.
M.      Pass resolution  # 01- 2025 authorizing the destruction

of surplus property and authorizing the Mayor and
City Clerk to sign.

22259 NEW BUSINESS

1) Items removed from Consent Agenda
2) Action Item:   Deliberation/ Decision to elect a new City
Council President
3) Action Item:    Deliberation/ Decision on Planning and Zoning
Commission recommendations and Finding of Facts for a

conditional use permit for a new electrical substation with
conditions

4) Action Item:    Deliberation/ Decision to amend City Ordinance
1- 6- 4 to include a requirement of Livestream,  video recording,

and publication for all regular and special meetings of the
City Council and Planning and Zoning Commission.
5) Action Item:    Deliberation/ Decision to freeze the unfilled

police department lieutenant position and all other current
and future department vacancies.
6) Action Item:    Deliberation/ Decision to amend City Ordinance
1- 6- 4 ( F)  City Council Agendas

22265 FINAL COMMENTS

22267 ADJOURN

Council Minutes  -  January 14th,  2025
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vacancies.   Asks that the council reconsider this proposal and decline to

enact it.

Erika Pedroza with the Mellen Subdivision Water District came

forward with an update on the well repairs .  The Water Board has decided to

build a new well as the repairs wouldn' t last more than a year.  Hoping to get
started in March.  Working on funding currently and will provide more updates .

I
1

Brendan McCarthy came forward and spoke regarding updating the

City Ordinance of livestream and video recording in favor.   He expressed

frustration with Item H extending the runway for the airport and the land
swap money could have been used for City infrastructure.

Rod Dudley came forward and asked that Item F can be pulled so the

public can get a better sense of why the funds are being pulled from the

driving range to fix the flooring in the golf course clubhouse.

Has any Council Member received information pertaining to,  or otherwise

had any contact with any person regarding any items on this City Council

agenda?  If so,  please set forth the nature of the contact.

No Council members had anything to declare.

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed within this Consent Agenda section require formal

Council action,   but are typically routine or not of great controversy and
will be enacted by one motion.  Questions for the purpose of clarification may
be asked about a particular item before the motion is voted on.  However,  for

lengthy discussion or separate motion a Councilmember or citizen may request

an item be removed from the Consent Agenda section and placed on the Regular

PIAgenda.  
ALL CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BELOW ARE ACTION ITEMS.

A.  Approval of Minutes

Planning  &  Zoning Commission-  December 3,  2024
Regular City Council-  December 10,  2024

Special City Council-  December 17,  2024

Planning  &  Zoning Commission Joint Meeting-  December 17, 2024
Special City Council Joint Meeting-  December 17,  2024

Special City Council Meeting-  December 26,  2024
B.  Bills  -  12/ 11/ 2024 to 1/ 14/ 2025 in the amount of  $ 2, 680, 136. 34
C.  Payroll  -  11/ 22/ 2024 to 12/ 21/ 2024 in the amount of  $790, 769. 22
D.  Treasurer' s report for the period ending 11/ 30/ 2024
E.  Approve the reappointment of Laurel Waters to the Library Board

for a 5- year term expiring February 2030.
F.  Approve the request by the Golf Superintendent to reallocate

driving range funds to complete the clubhouse floor
renovations

G.  Approve the memorandum of understanding for 215t Century
Community Learning Centers with School District  # 193 and the

City of Mountain Home and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk
to sign.

H.  Approve the city staff to proceed with the request for a
proposal for a preliminary engineering study to relocate and
extend a portion of the railroad.

I .  Approve the property tax refund adjustment allocation approved
by the council in the 2023 L- 2 provided by City Staff
pertaining to Idaho Power properties.

J.  Amend the land lease agreement with Verizon Wireless to reflect

the lease as Vertical Bridge pending review from City Legal
of all documents and authorization of the Mayor and City
Clerk to sign.

K.  Approve the Finding of Facts to deny the re- zone request from
I- 1 to C- 4 Zone with the PUD entitled  " Bennett Ranch
Station."

L.  Approve the Finding of Facts to deny the  " Bennett Ranch

Station"  preliminary plat.
M.  Pass resolution  # 01- 2025 authorizing the destruction of surplus

property and authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign.

Councilwoman Wirkkala requested clarification on the Bill Run for
13, 395. 37 for Christmas decorations on bill run,  GL Line Item 01- 415- 66- 00

for  $ 12, 500.  She asked why we went over budget.

Council Minutes  -  January 14t'',  2025
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reach out to new maintenance person to see if it' s in their scope of work

versus having the quoted company.

Chris Curtis,   Director of Public Works mentioned that we haven' t begun

the process of purchasing of tools and equipment,   there' s a lot that still

needs to be put together before doing projects like this .

Councilman Brennan made a motion to approve the clubhouse floor

renovation with the contingency that Guy Fogleman,   Building Maintenance be
asked to see if he would consider himself proficient with doing flooring like
this.   If the answer is no,   we proceed.   If the answer is yes,   then we go

forward with having him complete the work.  Councilwoman Wirkkala seconded the

motion.

The following vote was recorded:

Councilman Harjo AYE

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

Councilman Brennan AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.

Item G:   Approve the memorandum of understanding for 21st Century

Community Learning Centers with School District  #193 and the City of Mountain
Home and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign.

Councilwoman Wirkkala had an issue with the fact that there is no dollar

amount assigned to this as well as why is the City signing on to this when
the appropriate path should be the School District.

Tiffany Belt,   City Clerk stated that the Recreation Department has

Fl
partnered with School District  # 193 for after school programming and there
is no expense to the City.  At times City Recreation Staff goes over and helps,
so the expense would be the staff time.  This is just for our support.

Councilman Brennan asked what sort of assistance that the Recreation

Staff may give.  Tiffany Belt,  City Clerk said when she was in Recreation they
provided an activity after school.   Staff members coordinated that activity
and that was the end of it.

Councilman Brennan stated that he doesn' t see any kind of financial

obligation for the community partner.

Councilwoman Wirkkala said that it' s under funding.

Councilman Brennan said if that' s the roadblock can we change  " matching

funding"  and replace with  " in kind contributions"  he' d be okay with that.

Councilman Brennan made a motion to approve the MOU with exception made

to replace  " matching funding"  with  " in kind contribution"  only.  Councilwoman

Wirkkala seconded the motion.

The following vote was recorded:

Councilman Brennan AYE

IIIIII
Councilman Harjo AYE

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.

Item H: Approve the city staff to proceed with the request for a proposal
process for a preliminary engineering study to relocate and extend a portion
of the railroad.

Councilwoman Wirkkala asked how much the study is going to cost as she

did not see it on the proposal request.

Council Minutes  -  January 14th,  2025
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The following vote was recorded:

Councilman Brennan AYE

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

Councilman Harjo AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.

3) Action Item:  Deliberation/ Decision on Planning and Zoning Commission
recommendation and Findings of Facts for a conditional use permit for a new
electrical substation with conditions.

Councilman Brennan read through the packet and had unanimous

recommendation by Planning   &   Zoning,   and the only negative comments were

pertaining to easements which is a landowner issue,   not for the Council' s

consideration.

Councilman Brennan made a motion to approve Planning and Zonings

Commission recommendation and Finding of Facts for a conditional use permit
for new electrical substation with conditions.  Councilman Harjo seconded the

motion.

The following vote was recorded:

Councilman Harjo AYE

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

Councilman Brennan AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.

4) Action Item:   Deliberation/ Decision to amend City Ordinance 1- 6- 4 to
include a requirement of Livestream,  video recording,  and publication for all
regular and special meetings of the City Council and Planning and Zoning
Commission.

Councilman Harjo said we are entering a modern era where live streaming,
video archival,  are very commonplace.  He would like to see this codified as

an effort to expand transparency within the City.  The idea is not to supplant

the audio recording,  but in addition to.

Councilman Brennan asked about the draft of the ordinance language 1-

6- 4   ( g)   Subsection 2,  would it be permissible to change the word  " Board"  to

Council".

Councilman Harjo agreed.

There was a discussion between Councilman Brennan and Legal about if

there were technological failure and what options there would be.

Councilman Brennan asked Councilman Harjo there is any need to change
Subsection B that was mentioned.  He also asked Tiffany Belt,   City Clerk if
there is always an audio recording as long as technology is working and if
it' s available for request.

Tiffany confirmed and mentioned that the Civic Plus software will

eventually have audio and video capability and is hoping that the second

meeting in February will be the test run.

Councilman Brennan asked if they could move forward without Subsection
B due to lack of clarity.

Councilman Harjo agreed.

Mayor Sykes asked Councilman Harjo if wanted to keep this as an ordinance
or as a resolution.  Councilman Harjo said ordinance.
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Councilwoman Wirkkala stated that it is their job to be fiscally

conservative with how they are spending tax money.

Councilman Harjo addressed Mayor Sykes and asked that he does not call

the Commissioner or the Sherrif.   Instead,  we need to enter discussions as a

whole to include the Council,   the Mayor,   the Police Department,   the Sherrif

Department and the Commission.

Councilman Brennan stated that he supports that request as more people
in the room will have the opportunity to talk and give different perspectives
at once.  Having the full body is important for the City on this topic.

Councilman Brennan motion to freeze the lieutenant position until the
Council unfreezes it.  Councilwoman Wirkkala seconds the motion.

Councilman Harjo addressed Chief Thompson on what impact the freeze

would have on the department.

Chief Thompson said even if he started looking for a candidate today,
he would not be able to hire one within 30 days .

Councilman Harjo addressed the Mayor to ask if he will work with the

Council and the Department to get these meetings and agenda items as soon as
possible.  He doesn' t want to see this last more than 30 days if enacted.

Councilman Brennan requested that this be a regular update item and

update at every single Council meeting as to the progress that we have made.

The following vote was recorded:

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

Councilman Brennan AYE

Councilman Harjo AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.

Mayor Sykes vetoed the motion.

Mayor Sykes stepped out of the meeting at 6: 50 p. m.   and turned the

meeting over to Councilman Harjo.

Councilman Brennan was referencing City Ordinance and requested to take
a recess.  Councilman Harjo granted a three- minute recess .

The meeting recessed from 6: 50 p. m.  to 6: 56 p. m.  and then continued.

Tiffany Belt,  City Clerk took role:

Councilwoman Wirkkala PRESENT

Councilman Harjo PRESENT

Councilman Brennan PRESENT

Councilwoman Garvey ABSENT

Mayor Sykes ABSENT

Councilman Brennan asked to make comments on this Action Item,

II
referencing City Ordinance 1- 5- 11,   a Mayor does not have the authority to

veto the vote that was taken.   It was not an Ordinance that was enacted.

Ordinance 1- 5- 11 states Mayor shall have the power to veto or sign any

Ordinance passed by the Council.   And if he does,   three Councilmembers can

override the veto.

Councilman Brennan addressed Paul Fitzer,  City Attorney to clarify.

Paul said that this language corresponds to Robert' s Rules of Order,

corresponds to State Code that a Mayor does not generally possess veto powers .

City Code says the Mayor has the power to veto an ordinance,   but what was
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Councilwoman Wirkkala backed that up.   She wanted to make sure we are

being very smart with the budget and moving forward with these potential big
projects coming down the line.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

1) Pursuant to Idaho Code Section 74- 206 ( 1) ( b)    -   to consider the

evaluation,  dismissal,  or disciplining of,  or to hear complaints or charges

brought against,   a public officer,   employee,   staff member,   or individual

agent.

Councilman Brennan made the motion to enter into Executive Session

pursuant to Idaho Code 74- 206   ( 1)   ( b) ,   ( d) ,   and   ( f) .  Councilwoman Wirkkala

seconded the motion.

The following vote was recorded:

Councilman Brennan AYE

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

Councilman Harjo AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.

The ncil went into Executive Session at 7 : 33 p. m.
2

May r,;'Sykes retuinad and went into Executive Session at 8 : 08 p. m.

The\ Cuncil came o t of Executive Session at 9: 17 p. m.

2) Pu ant to idafio Code Section 74- 206 ( 1) ( d)  - To consider records that

are exempt from disdiosure as provided in chapter 1,  title 74,  Idaho Code.

Councilman Brennan made the motion to enter into Executive Session

pursuant to Idaho Code 74- 206   ( 1)   ( b) ,   ( d) ,   and   ( f) .  Councilwoman Wirkkala

seconded the motion.

The following vote was recorded:

Councilman Brennan AYE

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

Councilman Harjo AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.

The Council went into Executive Session at 7 : 33 p. m.

Mayor Sykes returned and went into Executive Session at 8 : 08 p. m.

The Council came out of Executive Session at 9: 17 p. m.

3) Pursuant to Idaho Code Section 74- 206 ( 1) ( f)  - to communicate with legal

counsel for the public agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal
options for pending litigation or controversies not yet being litigated but
imminently likely to be litigated.

Councilman Brennan made the motion to enter into Executive Session

pursuant to Idaho Code 74- 206   ( 1)   ( b) ,   ( d) ,   and   ( f) .  Councilwoman Wirkkala

seconded the motion.

The following vote was recorded:

Councilman Brennan AYE

Councilwoman Wirkkala AYE

Councilman Harjo AYE

The vote being unanimous,  the motion was carried and so ordered.
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